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All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

hat we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.



O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this 

earth,

so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.



Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.



SCHEDULE
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

August 11 – Introduction (nos. 1-16) 

August 18 – Chapters 1-3 (nos. 17-136)

August 25 – Chapters 4-6 (nos. 137-245)



August 18 – Chapters 1-3

1.What is happening to our common home

2.The Gospel of Creation

3.The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis



Common Themes 
Found in Paragraph 16. 

1. the intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility 

of the planet, 

2.Everything in the world is connected, 

3. the critique of new paradigms and forms of power derived 

from technology, 

4. the call to seek other ways of understanding the economy 

and progress, 

5. the value proper to each creature, 

6. the human meaning of ecology (humans right relationship with creation).

7. the need for forthright and honest debate, 

8. the serious responsibility of international and local policy, 

9. the throwaway culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle. 



Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

Introduction (17-19)

1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

2. The Issue of Water (27-31)

3. Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

4. Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47)

5. Global Inequality (48-52)

6. Weak Responses (53-59)

7. A Varity of Opinions (60-61)



Introduction (17-19)

The pope begins by describing the present situation

• “rapidification” – acceleration of changes affecting humanity with 

an intense and face pace of life.

• Human activity development compared to the naturally slow 

pace of biological evolution.

• Change is good unless it causes harm to the world and the quality 

of human life.

• There was a time of irrational confidence in progress and human 

abilities. 

• Now there are people adopting a more critical approach to 

progress.



1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

• Pollution that is part of people’s daily experience.

• Pollution caused by transport and industry, fertilizers, insecticides, 

fungicides, herbicides, agrotoxins.

• Waste that is toxic, non-biodegradable, radioactive

• Throw away culture

Technology, which, linked to business interests, is presented as the only way of solving 

these problems, in fact proves incapable of seeing the mysterious network of relations 

between things and so sometimes solves one problem only to create others (20).

The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of 

filth. In many parts of the planet, the elderly lament that once beautiful landscapes are 

now covered with rubbish (21).



1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

It is hard for us to accept that the way natural ecosystems work is exemplary: 

plants synthesize nutrients which feed herbivores; these in turn become food 

for carnivores, which produce significant quantities of organic waste which 

give rise to new generations of plants. But our industrial system, at the end of 

its cycle of production and consumption, has not developed the capacity to 

absorb and reuse waste and by-products. We have not yet managed to adopt 

a circular model of production capable of preserving resources for present 

and future generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-

renewable resources, moderating their consumption, maximizing their 

efficient use, reusing and recycling them (21). 



1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

Climate as a common good means that it belongs to all and is meant for 

all.

A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a 

disturbing warming of the climatic system. In recent decades this warming has 

been accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by an 

increase of extreme weather events, even if a scientifically determinable cause 

cannot be assigned to each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called to 

recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in 

order to combat this warming or at least the human causes which produce or 

aggravate it (23).

Though there are natural causes, science shows that most warming is due to concentration 
of greenhouse gases causes by fossil fuels and deforestation.



1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

The situation:
• Affects resources like drinking water

• Energy and agricultural production 

• Extinction of parts of the planets biodiversity

• Melting of polar ice caps 

• Loss of tropical forests 

• Acidification of the oceans and its affect on marine food chain.

• Rise of the sea level for coastal areas

How it affects the poor:
• Poor live in areas affected most by global warming, their livelihood depends on natural 

resources, such as agriculture, fishing, forestry.

• The have no resources to adapt to changes.  Migrant workers must move as animals 

and plants are affected by climate change.
• Those who have economic and political power mask or conceal the problems 

Need to develop policies to change direction, use renewable energy, consume less



The Issue of Water (27-31)

We all know that it is not possible to sustain the present level of consumption in 

developed countries and wealthier sectors of society, where the habit of wasting and 

discarding has reached unprecedented levels (27).

Need for fresh drinking water as a human right.  Africa has water poverty –

many have no access to safe drinking water

Quality of water available for the poor – causing sickness

Pollution of water because of mining, farming with pesticides and 

industrial waste – Very few regulations in some countries.

More funding for clean water.

Water is controlled by large multinational businesses will cause conflict in 

the future.



Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

The earth’s resources are also being plundered because of short-sighted approaches to 

the economy, commerce and production. The loss of forests and woodlands entails 

the loss of species which may constitute extremely important resources in the future, 

not only for food but also for curing disease and other uses (32). 

It is not enough, however, to think of different species merely as potential “resources” to 

be exploited, while overlooking the fact that they have value in themselves. Each year 

sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which we will never 

know, which our children will never see, because they have been lost for ever. The great 

majority become extinct for reasons related to human activity. Because of us, thousands 

of species will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor convey their 

message to us. We have no such right (33).



Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

To solve one problem creates another.

Often a vicious circle results, as human intervention to resolve a problem further 

aggravates the situation. For example, many birds and insects which disappear due to 

synthetic agrotoxins are helpful for agriculture: their disappearance will have to be 

compensated for by yet other techniques which may well prove harmful (34). 

Must praise those who are trying to change this cycle.

But a sober look at our world shows that the degree of human intervention, often in the 

service of business interests and consumerism, is actually making our earth less rich and 

beautiful, ever more limited and grey, even as technological advances and consumer 

goods continue to abound limitlessly. We seem to think that we can substitute an 

irreplaceable and irretrievable beauty with something which we have created ourselves 

(34).



Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)
The negative impact of highways, plantations, fencing off areas and damming water 

sources affect animal populations. 

Those who look for a quick and easy profit are not interested in preservation.

Call to not be silent witnesses.

Praise the countries who have made significant progress.

There are very important places that need to be protected 

Amazon, Congo, glaciers, aquifers (clean underground water sources). 

Forest, wetlands, oceans, rivers and lakes, tropical and subtropical seas, coral reefs

Because all creatures are connected, each must be cherished with love and respect, for 

all of us as living creatures are dependent on one another. Each area is responsible for 

the care of this family. This will require undertaking a careful inventory of the species 

which it hosts, with a view to developing programs and strategies of protection with 

particular care for safeguarding species heading towards extinction (42). 



Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

Introduction (17-19)

1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

2. The Issue of Water (27-31)

3. Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

4. Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47)
5. Global Inequality (48-52)

6. Weak Responses (53-59)

7. A Varity of Opinions (60-61)



Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47).

Must reflect on the effects on peoples lives of 

1) Environmental deterioration

2) Current models of development

3) Throwaway culture

Note growth of cities congested, chaotic, lacking green space

We were not meant to be inundated by cement, asphalt, glass and 

metal and deprived of physical contact with nature (44).

Beauty, tranquility, safety and care for space is found among 

exclusive areas, while the poor have no access to these things.

Growth has not always resulted in development and improvement 

in quality of life for many.



Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47).

The media and the digital world can stop people from learning how 

to live wisely, think deeply and love generously. 

They can kill the ability to have real relationships.

True wisdom, as the fruit of self-examination, dialogue and generous encounter between 
persons, is not acquired by a mere accumulation of data which eventually leads to overload 
and confusion, a sort of mental pollution. Real relationships with others, with all the 
challenges they entail, now tend to be replaced by a type of internet communication which 
enables us to choose or eliminate relationships at whim, thus giving rise to a new type of 
contrived emotion which has more to do with devices and displays than with other people 
and with nature. Today’s media do enable us to communicate and to share our knowledge 
and affections. Yet at times they also shield us from direct contact with the pain, the fears 
and the joys of others and the complexity of their personal experiences. For this reason, we 
should be concerned that, alongside the exciting possibilities offered by these media, a deep 
and melancholic dissatisfaction with interpersonal relations, or a harmful sense of isolation, 
can also arise (47).



Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

Introduction (17-19)

1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

2. The Issue of Water (27-31)

3. Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

4. Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47)

5. Global Inequality (48-52)
6. Weak Responses (53-59)

7. A Varity of Opinions (60-61)



Global Inequality (48-52)

Human environment and the natural environment deteriorate together.

We cannot combat environmental degradation unless we attend to 

the causes related to human and social degradation.

Deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most 

vulnerable people, the poor.

Indeed, when all is said and done, they frequently remain at the bottom of the pile. This is due partly to the 
fact that many professionals, opinion makers, communications media and centres of power, being located in 
affluent urban areas, are far removed from the poor, with little direct contact with their problems. They live 
and reason from the comfortable position of a high level of development and a quality of life well beyond the 
reach of the majority of the world’s population. This lack of physical contact and encounter, encouraged at 
times by the disintegration of our cities, can lead to a numbing of conscience and to tendentious analyses 
which neglect parts of reality. At times this attitude exists side by side with a “green” rhetoric. Today, 
however, we have to realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach; it must 
integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor (49).



Global Inequality (48-52)

Some think that the only solution is the reduction of the birth rate

To blame population growth instead of extreme and selective consumerism on 
the part of some, is one way of refusing to face the issues. It is an attempt to 
legitimize the present model of distribution, where a minority believes that it 
has the right to consume in a way which can never be universalized, since the 
planet could not even contain the waste products of such consumption. 
Besides, we know that approximately a third of all food produced is discarded, 
and “whenever food is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from the table of the 
poor” (50). 



Global Inequality (48-52)

The warming caused by huge consumption on the part of some rich countries has 
repercussions on the poorest areas of the world, especially Africa, where a rise in 
temperature, together with drought, has proved devastating for farming. There is 
also the damage caused by the export of solid waste and toxic liquids to developing 
countries, and by the pollution produced by companies which operate in less 
developed countries in ways they could never do at home, in the countries in 
which they raise their capital: “We note that often the businesses which operate 
this way are multinationals. They do here what they would never do in developed 
countries or the so-called first world (50). 

The inequality is not just among people but among nations

Richer, first worlds, should help poorer countries with debt reduction 

and developing policies and plans for protection of resources.



Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

Introduction (17-19)

1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

2. The Issue of Water (27-31)

3. Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

4. Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47)

5. Global Inequality (48-52)

6. Weak Responses (53-59)
7. A Varity of Opinions (60-61)



Weak Responses (53-59)

• We lack leadership to make a change.

• International political responses have been weak.

• There are too many special interests and those with an economic 

interest trump the common good.

• Some countries are making progress

• The gain of money, economics usually wins out.   
Whatever is fragile is defenseless before the interests of a deified market, 
which becomes the only rule (56).

• War also destroys and lack of resources in the future will cause 

war.

• There are false and superficial ecology that does not deal with the 

present lifestyles, models of production and consumption.



Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

Introduction (17-19)

1. Pollution and Climate Change (20-26)
• Pollution, waste, and a throwaway culture (20-22)

• Climate as a common good (23-26)

2. The Issue of Water (27-31)

3. Loss of Biodiversity (32-42)

4. Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the 

Breakdown of Society (43-47)

5. Global Inequality (48-52)

6. Weak Responses (53-59)

7. A Varity of Opinions (60-61)



A Varity of Opinions (60-61)

There are different approaches and dialogue for solutions should 

help us deal with the the extreme positions help today.

Hope helps us know that there are ways out of this situation.



Chapters 1-3

1.What is happening to our common home

2.The Gospel of Creation
3.The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



Introduction (62)

The pope now turns to faith and its contribution to the care of 

creation.

Pope is aware that those in science, politics and philosophy 

reject the idea of a creator.

The pope believes that science and religion can enter into an 

intense dialogue that will benefit each other.



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)
2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

The solutions  must come from many places and not just 

science.  Respect must be shown to the cultures, art, poetry, 

interior life and spirituality.

Though this is address to everyone, the pope would like to show 

who faith can offer Christians motivation for care of nature and 

the poor.



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)
3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

The creation stories tell us that man and woman were created in the 

image of God, created out of love, and all was created was called 

good.

Each human person has a dignity that is infinite.  Each person is willed, 

loved and is necessary, conceived out the heart of God.

Human life is grounded in three fundamental relationships, 

1)  God,        2) our neighbor,        3) the earth itself. 

These are ruptured by sin and became conflictual. 

There is now the human desire to be God.

Misunderstanding of dominion over the earth => unbridled exploitation. 



The scriptures say we are to till and keep the earth.

We can take from the earth whatever we need for subsistence, but we 

also have the duty to protect it for future generations. 

The earth does not belong to us, “It belongs to the Lord” (Ps 24:1).

We must respect the laws of nature.

Pope quotes scripture that calls to care for the donkey and the mother 

and baby birds when you come upon them.

Even the Sabbath was to give your animals a day of rest.  Respect 

creation.  Other living beings have value in God’s eyes that is their own.  

Their mere existence blesses God and gives him glory.  He rejoices in his 

work  (CCC339).

The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)



He speaks of Cain who killed his brother Abel and the story of Noah.

The Sabbath was a day of rest for everyone.

The Seventh year was a year of rest from the earth – no planting.

The jubilee year every 49 years was a time to reestablish balance with 

self, others and the earth – total forgiveness and liberation. 

Even in harvest, one is not to harvest completely so that the needy can 

have some produce.

The Psalms are filled with praising God in his creation. 

The prophets speak of contemplating God is his creation.

Spiritual must see God as all-powerful and creator.

The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)
4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

Moves from Scripture to Philosophy and Theology. 

Creation includes a creator (Nature is a system to be studied)

God created by his own free decision out of love for each element.

The drama of human history is the freedom to goodness or evil.

The church reminds us of our duty to care for nature and protect 

humanity from self destruction.

God can make good come from evil

God keeps us autonomous without impinging on our freedom.

Incomplete human beings cooperate in God’s creation by growing.

Quotes Aquinas, It is like shipbuilders giving the wood the ability to move 
themselves to take the form of a ship.



The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

The uniqueness of human beings

• Personal identity

• Can enter into dialogue

• Ability to reason

• And develop thoughts and arguments

• Inventive

• Interpret reality

• Create art

• Transcends physics and biology

So the human being cannot be reduced to an object. S/he is a subject.

Other living creatures are not be treated as objects for arbitrary human 

domination, not for profit or gain.

Goal is fullness in God where we lead all creatures back to their Creator.



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)
5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of Creation (84-88)

• Each Creature has its own purpose.

• Soil, water, mountains, everything is a caress of God.

• Nature is a source of wonder and awe.

• God’s teaching can be found in contemplating creation.

• Interdependence of creation shows the magnificence of God.

• Interdependence is part of God’s will. 

• No creature is self sufficient.

• No one creature can exhaust the greatness of God.

• God spirit of life dwells where there is life / however creation is 

not God but there is a infinite distance between God and the 

things of this world.



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)
6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



A Universal Communion (89-92)

• All that exist is linked into a universal family.

• There is still pre-eminence of the human person 

The pope sees sometimes an obsession with denying 

any pre-eminence of the human being.

More zeal is shown at protecting other species than 

defending the dignity of the human being

Some consider themselves more human than others 

and if they were born with greater rights.

But we should be particularly indignant at the enormous inequalities in our midst, whereby we continue to tolerate 
some considering themselves more worthy than others. We fail to see that some are mired in desperate and 
degrading poverty, with no way out, while others have not the faintest idea of what to do with their possessions, 
vainly showing off their supposed superiority and leaving behind them so much waste which, if it were the case 
everywhere, would destroy the planet. In practice, we continue to tolerate that some consider themselves more 
human than others, as if they had been born with greater rights. 



A Universal Communion (89-92)

• It is inconsistent to combat trafficking in endangered species while 

remaining completely indifferent to human trafficking.

• Fraternity excludes nothing and no one.

• Every Act of cruelty towards any creature is contrary to human 

dignity.

• Peace, justice and the preservation of creation are three absolutely 

connected themes.

• Everything is related and we are all united on a wonderful 

pilgrimage.



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)
7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

• Private property is not an absolute or inviolable. 

• God gave the world to everyone for sustenance of all its members, 

without excluding or favoring anyone (JPII)

• The Church defends the right to private property BUT there is a 

social mortgage in that it must serve the use for which God gave it.
• Property cannot benefit only a few, that would by unjust.

• Both the poor and the rich should have access to means for 

sustaining their lives.

• If something is owned it is only to be administers for the good of all 



Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

Introduction (62)

1. The Light offered by Faith (63-64)

2. The Wisdom of the Biblical Account (65-75)

3. The Mystery of the Universe (76-83)

4. The Message of each Creature in the Harmony of 

Creation (84-88)

5. A Universal Communion (89-92)

6. The Common Destination of Good (93-95)

7. The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)



The Gaze of Jesus (96-100)

• Jesus speaks about God as Father and everyone’s worth in his eyes.

• He often used creation to help teach the disciples.

• Jesus lived in full harmony with creation.

• Jesus worked with his hands and labored giving work its own dignity.

• Jesus is now working in the world

• All of creation will become perfected in Christ



Chapters 1-3

1.What is happening to our common home

2.The Gospel of Creation

3.The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis



Introduction (101)

I. Technology: Creativity and Power (102-105)

II.  The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)

III.  The Crisis and Effects of Modern Anthropocentrism (115-136)

Introduction (115-121)

Practical Relativism (122-123)

The Need to Protect Employment (124-129)

New Biological Technologies (130-136)

The pope now turns to the human causes of the crisis.

Moves from the symptoms to the human origins of the crisis.

The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis



Technology: Creativity and Power (102-105)

Over the last two centuries, there has been much change

It is right to rejoice in these advances and to be excited by the immense 
possibilities which they continue to open up before us, for “science and 
technology are wonderful products of a God-given human creativity” (102).  

Technology has help us overcome limitations, remedied evils, 

improved quality of life, helped us see beauty (aircraft)

How can we not feel gratitude and appreciation for this progress, 
How can we not acknowledge the work of many scientists and engineers?



Technology: Creativity and Power (102-105)

Progress has given us tremendous power, (nuclear energy, 

biotechnology, information, DNA).

Never has humanity had such power over itself, yet nothing ensures 

that it will be used wisely. (The bomb, use by Nazism, Communism, 

and totalitarian regimes to kill many)

Contemporary man has not been trained to use power well.

Technological development has not been accompanied with 

development of human responsibility, values, and conscience.



Introduction (101)

I. Technology: Creativity and Power (102-105)

II.  The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)

III.  The Crisis and Effects of Modern Anthropocentrism (115-136)

Introduction (115-121)

Practical Relativism (122-123)

The Need to Protect Employment (124-129)

New Biological Technologies (130-136)

The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis



The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)

The paradigm: A subject using logical and rational procedures, 

progressively approaches and gains control over an external object.

Human beings and material objects no longer extend a friendly hand to one another; 
the relationship has become confrontational. This has made it easy to accept the idea 
of infinite or unlimited growth, which proves so attractive to economists, financiers 
and experts in technology. It is based on the lie that there is an infinite supply of the 
earth’s goods, and this leads to the planet being squeezed dry beyond every limit.

Science and Technology become the only tools allowed to shape the 

lives of people and the working of society.

Technological products are not neutral but condition lifestyle.
Decision that seem neutral are shaping the kind of society we build. 



The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)

The ides that we use technology is an instrument is false.

It is difficult to not be dominated by it

It is impossible to choose a lifestyle that is even partly independent of 

technology.  

Our freedom is being diminished by technology.

Technology dominates economic (desire for profit) and political life.

Markets by itself cannot guarantee integral human development and 

social inclusion.  

Technology as resulted in specialization that makes it difficult to see 

the larger picture.  Relationships and broad horizons.  



The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)

The pope calls for distinctive way of looking at the world, thinking and 

creating policies and spirituality that generates resistant to the assault 

of the technocratic paradigm.

Need to put technology to the service of a more healthy 

understanding of progress that is more human, more social and more 

integral.  

People no longer seem to believe in a happy future, better tomorrow.



If architecture reflects the spirit of an age, our megastructures and drab 
apartment blocks express the spirit of globalized technology, where a constant 
flood of new products coexists with a tedious monotony. Let us refuse to resign 
ourselves to this, and continue to wonder about the purpose and meaning of 
everything (113). 

All of this shows the urgent need for us to move forward in a bold cultural 
revolution. Science and technology are not neutral; from the beginning to the end 
of a process, various intentions and possibilities are in play and can take on 
distinct shapes. Nobody is suggesting a return to the Stone Age, but we do need 
to slow down and look at reality in a different way, to appropriate the positive and 
sustainable progress which has been made, but also to recover the values and the 
great goals swept away by our unrestrained delusions of grandeur (114).

The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm (106-114)
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Anthropocentrism regards humans as separate from and superior to 

nature and holds that human life has intrinsic value while other entities 

(including animals, plants, mineral resources, and so on) are resources 

that may justifiably be exploited for the benefit of humankind.



Introduction (115-121)

Anthropocentrism prizes technology that sees nature as something to 

be used, hammered into a useful shape. 

Human beings must find their place in the world otherwise it they will 

start to act against themselves.  

Must change from mastery over the world to responsible stewardship.

When we fail to acknowledge as part of reality the worth of a poor person, a human 
embryo, a person with disabilities – to offer just a few examples – it becomes difficult 
to hear the cry of nature itself; everything is connected. Once the human being 
declares independence from reality and behaves with absolute dominion, the very 
foundations of our life begin to crumble, for “instead of carrying out his role as a 
cooperator with God in the work of creation, man sets himself up in place of God and 
thus ends up provoking a rebellion on the part of nature” (JPII).



Introduction (115-121)

• There can be no ecology without an adequate anthropology.

• One cannot go to excessive “biocentrism” – Must see the importance of 

the human being.

• Must understand the importance of interpersonal relations, and the human 

persons openness to the other.  

Our relationship with the environment can never be isolated from our relationship with others and with God. 
Otherwise, it would be nothing more than romantic individualism dressed up in ecological garb, locking us 
into a stifling immanence (119) . 

Since everything is interrelated, concern for the protection of nature is also incompatible with the justification 
of abortion. How can we genuinely teach the importance of concern for other vulnerable beings, however 
troublesome or inconvenient they may be, if we fail to protect a human embryo, even when its presence is 
uncomfortable and creates difficulties? “If personal and social sensitivity towards the acceptance of the new 
life is lost, then other forms of acceptance that are valuable for society also wither away”(120).

We need to develop a new synthesis capable f overcoming the false arguments of recent centuries (121).
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Practical Relativism (122-123)

When human beings place themselves at the center, they give absolute priority to 

immediate convenience and all else becomes relative.

Everything that does not serve ones own immediate interest is not relevant. 

There exist sexual exploitation of children and abandonment of the elderly 

who longer serve our interests.

Movement to let the invisible forces of market to regulate the economy and then 

consider their impact on society and nature as collateral damage.  

Without truth and sound principles other than satisfaction of our own desires and 

immediate needs, what can be used to limit human.  

Everything becomes a use and throw away attitude, including people.

There is a disordered desire to consume more than what is necessary.
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The Need to Protect Employment (124-129)

God said to till the earth, to make it fruitful.  Developing the created world 

in a prudent way is the best way of caring for it.

The pope turns to saints to show the important of the spirituality of work.

When we no longer have the ability to contemplate and have reverence, it 

is easy for the meaning of work to be misunderstood.

Work and improving one’s lot is good.  We must continue to prioritize the 

goal of access to steady employment for all.

Technological progress should not replace work.  We have a vocation to 

work.  To stop investing in people, in order to gain greater short term 

financial gain is bad business for society.

Favor productive diversity and business creativity.  Smallholders sell out to 

larger companies.   Creation of job is at the service of the common good.
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New Biological Technologies (130-136)

Science and technology should be used to create better place.

But, we need to rethink the goals, effects, and ethical limits of this human 

activity.

Human intervention on plants and animals, including genetic 

manipulation by biotechnology, must favor its development in its own line 

as intended by God.

Genetic modification must be done with great care and at a slow pace.  

Allowing to produce a great amount through GM resulted in the 

disappearance of small producers, created temporary laborer for the 

profit of a small group of landowners and affected ecosystems with 

diminishing diversity of production.

Tendency to justify transgressing all boundaries with living human 

embryos.


